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Recap - Community Empowerment 

(Scotland) Act 2015 Part 9 

Under this legislation, local authorities are required to:

 Undertake new duties in relation to allotment 
management (i.e. new Allotment regulations, 
preparation of an annual Allotments Report)

 Increase transparency on the actions taken to 
provide allotments 

 Limit waiting times for allotments,
and 

 Develop a Food Growing Strategy 



Scottish Borders Food Growing Strategy - Delivery 
The aim of the Food Growing Strategy:
To support and facilitate anyone who wants to get growing, through existing growing opportunities and new approaches to 

growing.

Some of what we have achieved in the last 12 months;
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Additionally 

New allotment plots created in Hawick

Community growing projects visited

Scottish Borders Community Food Growers Network Meetings hosted

Community groups helped with funding applications relating to community growing

Community Food Growers Newsletters created and sent out

Of compost acquired and delivered to community growing projects free of charge

Presentations of the Food Growing Strategy delivered to Area Partnerships

• Met with NHS representatives to discuss Quality Greenspace ideas and Social Prescribing

• Built and populated an interactive map showing food growing projects and contact details

• Prepared the Annual Allotment Report



Celebrating Success 
Our Scottish Borders Community Food Growers 
Network won a Bronze award at the ASPE 
(Association of Public Service Excellence) Fleet, 
Waste and Grounds Seminar in Aviemore. 

Scottish Borders Council were presented with a 
bronze award at the ASPE ‘Striving for Excellence’ 
Awards for our work in establishing the Scottish 
Borders Community Food Growers Network. This 
is part of the 5 Year Action Plan contained in 
‘Cultivating Communities’, Scottish Borders 
Community Food Growing Strategy.

Our network continues to grow, we welcome all 
groups who are working to provide community 
growing opportunities in the Scottish Borders to 
join.



Newsletter



Interactive Map



SharePoint Site



A good place to grow up, live in and enjoy a full life

The Community Food Growing Strategy supports the CPP theme of ‘a good place to grow up, live in and 

enjoy a full life’, contributing to the outcome that ‘the Borders has a clear and planned pathway to Net 

Zero’ through:

 Providing local opportunities for food growing, recreation, skills development and health and 

wellbeing benefits 

 Support and facilitate locally, sustainably produced food thereby contributing to minimising local 

energy demand for food production/transportation 

 Circular economy principles are embedded in community food growing models. 

 Ensuring community resilience is enhanced by supporting local, self-sufficient community 

infrastructure

We know that this has started, evidenced in the following slides, but there is so much more we can be 

doing to fulfil this ambition.



Working with CPP organisations - How it can 
work successfully

Step 1 - Greenspace Programmer Officer meets with NHS staff from
Health and Wellbeing team to discuss opportunities and challenges

Step 2 - Greenspace Programme Officer takes ideas to SBC's
Community Engagement Officer for the locality

Step 3 - Greenspace Programme Officer and Commuty Engagement
Officers work with partners to formalise a plan to help realise the
opportunities highlighted by the Health and Wellbeing team

Step 4 - Community Engagement Officers help NHS and other
partners create a funding bid to bring project into fruition.

End Start
Result



CPP Growing Projects Visited 
Eildon Housing Association, Kelso

Eildon Housing Association have turned their 
greenspace at the back of one of their 
developments into a fantastic set of allotments 
for their tenants. 

This has given much needed outdoor space to 
people during lockdown, and improved 
people’s fitness and access to home grown food

The next stage of the development is to turn 
the area on the left into a community garden 
for local people to come and take part in 
gardening activities, this is being undertaken in 
partnership with Kelso High School and 
Abundant Borders.



CPP Growing Projects Visited 
NHS site. Space to Grow, Melrose

This site was created by a 
dedicated nurse who saw the 
potential to work with her patients 
from Huntlyburn outside in a 
therapeutic, holistic way. 

Volunteers maintain the site, and 
the nurse (and community garden 
manager) runs sessions for 
patients on the ward as well as 
maintaining the site on only 7 
hours per week. More funding is 
needed to sustain and fully 
develop this amazing resource for 
both NHS staff and patients. 



Examples of other growing 
projects

Greener Peebles

A charity with a well established community garden 
running many volunteering, skill share sessions, 
community meals and groups for parents and children 
to learn about food growing together. This project is 
operated on SBC owned land, and has a huge reach 
across Peebles and surrounding communities.

Burnfoot Community Futures

This garden is set in Burnfoot Hub and hosts many family 
activities, as well as using the produce grown in the garden 
in their thriving café. Any surplus produce is handed out to 
the local community.



Chirnside Allotments
Chirnside have provided their community with 12 
allotments on private grounds. They have fundraised 
to create an allotment site space with uniformed 
sheds, rainwater harvesting and fenceless boundaries 
to ensure an open friendly allotment community.

The Edible Garden
This site was is situated within the community centre and 
school grounds in Innerleithen. The Edible Garden is run by 
volunteers and runs sessions for school children to come 
and learn about food growing. They also host weekly 
volunteering sessions for members of the wider community.



Next Steps
• Invite our CPP to develop community food growing 

areas on their greenspaces by nominating a 
dedicated person to work with SBC to identify land 
and projects

• Continue to develop the Scottish Borders Community Food 
Growers Network

• Work with our Planning department to integrate food 
growing land/opportunities into new development where 
appropriate

• Work with Scottish Government to set up a Forum for Local 
Authority officers to share best practice and knowledge to 
further the delivery of food growing opportunities

• Encourage community growing projects run by CPP 
organisations to enter the Greener Gateway, Cultivating 
Communities Award 2023



Thank you

Do you have any questions?

For more information or to join the Scottish Borders Community Food Growers 
Network please email communityfoodgrowing@scotborders.gov.uk


